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 After years of fear and hesitation, the National Hockey League (NHL) will become the 

first major professional sports league to have a franchise playing in Las Vegas during the 2017-

2018 NHL season.  Realistically, in the present day and age, a professional sports franchise in 

Las Vegas is probably the least of the concerns regarding the integrity of the sports betting 

industry. 

Over the years, the legality of Nevada sports betting has caused the assumption that 

players would be tempted to fix games, and throw the integrity of the game as well as the sports 

gambling industry into disarray.  In reality, with the salaries that professional players make today 

along with the sophisticated sports betting technology that can closely monitor betting patterns, it 

would seem extremely difficult to fix a game like in the old days.  However, various issues still 

exist which might cause some concern to the average sports handicapper. 

Utilizing third parties for integrity monitoring has been a major issue recently, and many 

professional sports leagues have decided to get involved.  The NHL, National Basketball 

Association (NBA), National Football League (NFL), and Major League Baseball (MLB) all 

utilize the services of the sports data provider Sportsradar.  Most likely in large part due to the 

pending NHL franchise in Las Vegas, the NHL recently announced it was expanding its 

relationship with Sportsradar in order to utilize its Fraud Detection System (FDS).  The FDS will 

assist in monitoring sports betting patterns in gambling markets, which will ultimately help to 

protect the integrity of NHL games.  In addition to the NHL, Sportsradar is also reportedly 

negotiating terms with the NBA.  In addition to the NHL and NBA, the Olympics recently 

partnered with Genius Sports to track betting patterns in relation to the recently completed 

Summer Games in Brazil. 

The Daily Fantasy Sports (DFS) industry is also trying to protect the integrity of its 

contests.  In addition to attempting to comply with the various regulations in the states where the 

DFS industry is currently legal, DFS is battling issues that have negatively impacted public 

perception regarding the integrity of contests.  Perhaps the biggest scandal that has hit the DFS 

industry is last year when it was discovered through a data leak at DraftKings that employees 

from DraftKings were competing, and most of the time winning, in FanDuel contests, and vice 

versa.  Since that time, both companies have adopted employee guidelines which prevent such 

activities from happening again. 

Despite preventing employees from DraftKings and FanDuel from competing in contests, 

the DFS industry still faces issues of player collusion as well as issues regarding the maximum 

amount of entries allowed in contests.  Last week, DraftKings announced that it had formed a 

Game Integrity and Ethics Team to deal with some of these issues.  Regarding the Game 

Integrity and Ethics Team, DraftKings said: “The team was built on a basic principle: It’s critical 

that all of our fans have FUN. And that means fairness and integrity of play must be maintained 



at all times.”  In addition to the announcement by DraftKings, FanDuel recently revised their bill 

of rights for players. 

Despite the fact that trillions of dollars are spent on the black market instead of in 

legalized and regulated gaming establishments, recent regulations regarding the DFS industry as 

well as the push from states including New Jersey to legalize sports gambling has allowed for 

more transparency and protection relating to match-fixing and betting related corruption.  

Ultimately, if sports betting is to continue to expand and push for further legalization and 

mainstream notoriety, the integrity of the industry must be maintained so the public believes that 

their money is being properly protected. 

 While discussing the European model for soccer and basketball, where gambling is 

widespread and legal, NBA commissioner Adam Silver said, "Because they have all that data, 

they're able to monitor it. And if there's any irregular activity whatsoever, it's like tracking 

insider trading on the New York Stock Exchange. If there's a blip, if there's unusual activity, they 

know to investigate. So first the issue for us is if all this betting is going to go on anyway, we 

should be able to monitor it. And then, number two, if all this betting activity is going to go on 

anyway, make it legal.”  In addition, while discussing sports gambling and the NBA, Silver 

added, "It's good for business, I don't want to hide from that. Putting aside whether or not we're 

actually actively involved in any of the betting, it creates more engagement. We all know as fans 

if you have, even like a gentleman's bet or a $5 bet with your friend on a game, all of a sudden 

you're a lot more interested." 

 As the professional sports leagues become more receptive to sports gambling, and the 

DFS industry continues to emerge, the integrity of sports betting must be protected and secured.  

Professional sports leagues are starting to accept sports gambling as an issue that is not going 

away, and they appear to be taking the proper steps including data monitoring to ensure that 

betting related corruption is prevented. 
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